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Shri Ramdas Kadam,
Hon’ble Minister,
Environment Department,
Government of Maharashtra.

Subject:RAI’s representation on the recent announcement made by the
State Government imposing a ban on numerous plastic products.

Hon'ble Minister,
Greetings from Retailers Association of India (RAI)!

Retailers Association of India (RAI) is the unified voice of Indian retailers, working
with all the stakeholders for creating the right environment for the growth of the
modern retail industry in India. RAI is the body that encourages, develops, facilitates
and supports retailers to become modern and adopt best practices that will delight
customers. RAI has a three charter aim of Retail Development, Facilitation and
Propagation.

This representation has reference to the recent announcement made by the State
Government imposing a ban on numerous plastic products.

We, at RAI, welcome this initiative and believe that this is good for the environment.
We would like to assure the Government that our members are committed to making
positive efforts to control the use of plastic in a phased and focused manner and will
not give Plastic Carry Bags to any customer.

We would like to submit the following:

1. Plastic bags or plastic used to form an integral part of packaging
should be exempted

i) We would like to highlight that under Rule 3 (b) of the Plastic Waste
(Management and Handling) Rules, 2011, exemption is provided for
plastic bags that constitute or form an integral part of packaging in
which goods are sealed prior to use.

i1)) There are “Freshness Bags/packages” which are used for hygienic
reasons and enhance the shelf life of product sold in loose form like Staples
(Cereals, Pulses, Sugar, and Other grains), Fruits and Vegetables (procured
every day from Framer and Mandis), Bakery Items ( Breads buns, and the
Like), Meat, Fish and Chicken, Eggs.. Such packaging should not be
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brought under the purview of the definition of plastic bags. Though such
packaging is not always sealed, it is used as protective packing material.

ii1) Often, these products are hand-picked by the consumer while shopping.

RAI National Council

They are then packed in the store in plastic covers to weigh them. Plastic ﬁgﬂ;ﬁf‘ﬁ‘;ﬁ; (Croma)

covers provided at the stores for this purpose are often compostable | o, (0 @ o Setty,

(naturally degradable). These plastic covers are essential as many food | Vivek Ltd.

items like meat, fish, chicken, and wet fruits and vegetables are not paper | g g Nagesh,

friendly and can only be packed in plastic packages. Shoppers Stop Ltd.
Bhaskar Bhat,

iv) Plastic packaging used for such items are not used for the purpose of
carrying or dispensing commodities but_form an integral part of

Titan Industries Ltd.
Govind Shrikhande,

packaging the goods prior to use to protect their freshness and to | Shoppers Stop Ltd.
maintain hygiene, helping meet the consumers’ demand for fresh articles. | J Suresh,
Arvind Brands
: : . . . . Jamshed Daboo,
v) This type o.f packagmg helps avoid contamination and reduce national Trent Hypermarket Lid.
wastage of perishable articles.
Kabir Lumba,

vi) Imposing a ban on such packaging made of plastic will result in

Lifestyle International (P) Ltd.

. . .2 . Kishore Biyani,
disruption of the supply of fresh, hygienic and packed fruits and vegetables, | Future Group
failing to meet the daily needs of customers /consumers in the state. | gpish ryer,
Furthermore, it will have an adverse impact on agricultural marketing | Walmart India
operations and supply chain in rural areas, curtailing the farmers from | Noel Tata,

Trent Ltd.

catering fresh farm supplies in packed form as suitable to urban consumers.

Pranab Barua,

2. Use of plastic packaging should be allowed during transportation and | Aditya Birla Retail Ltd.
storage of goods Rafique Malik,
Metro Shoes Ltd.

We request you to allow the use of plastic packages in transportation and 21?/}1:11 Mehta,
storage of products. No country in the world has imposed a ban on the use of o

lastic in st handli dt rtation. Other alternati t| Rakesh Biyani,
plastic in storage, handling, and transportation. er alternatives are not| gygure Group
workable and will result in damage to goods like garments and apparel during Shashwat Goenka

transportation from one place to another. Garments are packed and stocked in
a protective plastic to help them remain dust free. Retailers have bulk quantities
of loose items like wheat, rice and cereals and pulses in warehouses, which are
not for sale to the consumer. There is no better hygienic way to pack bulk
material except in plastic bags.

Spencer’s Retail

Vinay Nadkarni,
Globus Stores Pvt. Ltd.

Assurance from the modern retail community:

Modern Retail Trade as a responsible business is equally concerned about the
environment. On behalf of our members, we would like to state the following:

1. Modern retailers will follow the plastic ban and will not give plastic carry
bags to any customer.
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2. Customers will be encouraged to bring their own carry bags, with the help
of in-store signages.
3. Modern retailers, with the help of social media, will play a significant role
in creating awareness about reducing usage of plastic and about the plastic ban [EEeC NI CTECIINIE]
among the general public.
4.  Modern retailers will work hand-in-hand with the government / local | Aviiit Mitra,

. ) . . Infiniti Retail (Croma)
authorities to ensure that plastic ban is effective.

B A Kodandarama Setty,
Vivek Ltd.
We hope that you would receive our representation favourably. B S Nagesh,
Shoppers Stop Ltd.
Warm Regards, Bhaskar Bhat,

Titan Industries Ltd.
Govind Shrikhande,

Shoppers Stop Ltd.
0‘)(6 J Suresh,
Arvind Brands
Jamshed Daboo,

Trent Hypermarket Ltd.

Kabir Lumba,
Lifestyle International (P) Ltd.

Gautam Jain
Director — Finance & Advocacy,
RAL

Kishore Biyani,
Future Group

Krish Iyer,
Cc: Walmart India

Noel Tata,

Shri Satish Gavai, Trent Ltd.
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Environment Department, Aditya Birla Retail Ltd.
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