Yrai

RETAILERS ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

Hon’ble Principal Secretary,
Labour Department,
Government of West Bengal.

Subject: Request for meeting in regard to Renewal of 365 days store opening

permission notification in all municipal corporations in the state of
West Bengal.

Hon’ble Principal Secretary,

Greetings from Retailers Association of India (RAI)!

RAl is the unified voice of Indian retailers working with all the stakeholders for
creating the right environment for the growth of the modern retail industry in
India. RAI is the body that encourages, develops, facilitates and supports
retailers to become modern and adopt best practices that will delight
customers. RAIl has a three charter aim of Retail Development, Facilitation and
Propagation. RAIl is the premier body of Retailers in India having more than
1000 member establishments including large and small retailers in the country
having approximately 5,00,000 stores.

Sir, we gratefully acknowledge the move by your progressive department to
allow all the retail establishment in the state of West Bengal to keep their
stores open throughout the year. We are attaching the notification dated 22-
09-2016 issued by your honourable department. The said permission was

issued for a year which has expired on 21-09-2017.

The move has been much appreciated by the entire retail industry and this has
helped the industry to provide an interrupted service to the consumers and
also contributed to the increase in employment opportunities.

We would be honored if the notification in regard to 365 days working of
retail establishments in the state could be renewed. Subsequently, we would
also request your good offices to issue a notification in line with the
notification issued by the Delhi Government. Please find attached the
notification issued by the Delhi government in this regard for your perusal.
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Alternatively, you may grant the 365 days’ store opening permission for retail
establishments for a period of five years.

Furthermore, we request you to issue the notification grant exemption to all
classes of shops and establishments situated in all municipal corporations,

municipalities and towns in the state of West Bengal.

Sir, a high level delegation from the retail industry can come and discuss with
you in person, the modalities of the same. We would like to seek your
appointment at as time as per your convenience to discuss how the retail
industry can be made stronger, thus augmenting the state’s economy and
social well-being.

We believe such a meeting would surely bear fruitful results in both,
supporting the industry as well as taking forth the objectives of the
government.

Looking forward for your kind response.

Warm Regards,

For and on behalf of Retailers Association of India,

@

/
Sh. Gautam Jain,
Director — Finance & Advocacy,
RAI
Cc

1. Hon’ble Minister, Labour Department, Government of West Bengal.
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